
 

Winter has arrived in 

Yekooche and has 

turned the community 

into a winter wonder-

land! With everyone 

enjoying the opportu-

nity to get those ski-

doo’s back in opera-

tion, along with the 

chainsaws and axes… 

winter has arrived and 

looks like it will be 

here for awhile. 

November 30th—

Canadian Press 

“Canadians should 

brace for coldest win-

ter in almost 15 

years: forecast.” 

“Environment Canada 

says it appears the 

country will have to 

endure its coldest win-

ter in almost 15 years 

as everyone is re-

minded what a real 

Canadian winter feels 

like.” 

“Senior climatologist 

David Phillips says 

Canada has had a 

number of warmer 

than normal winters in 

recent years, but this 

December through 

February is forecast to 

be one of the harshest 

in recent memory.” 

“Phillips says the fore-

cast for cold weather 

is being triggered by 

La Nina, a period of 

lower than normal 

temperatures in the 

Pacific Ocean.” 

Bundle up and Enjoy! 
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Message from Chief and Council 

Chief Partner, Coun-

cilors' Hilda, Wil-

liam, and Dean 

would like to wish all  

a very Merry Christ-

mas and a happy and 

healthy New Year! 

‘tis the season!!!  

Wishing Everyone 

A warm and happy 

Merry Christmas 

and New Year! 

If you have any 

news for the next 

newsletter, contact 

Jodie and Mitchell at 

the Yekooche Learn-

ing Centre! 



 

We are pleased to announce that 

we have hired Kelley Williams as 

our new Band Social Development 

Worker.  Kelley is a Metis lady who 

grew up in a remote community in 

the Northwest Territories.  She has 

many years of work experience in 

community health, family care, 

and Aboriginal training and em-

ployment.  Kelley is currently 

working on completing her Master 

of Science degree specializing in 

Psychology.  Kelley will be busy 

moving her family to Yekooche 

over the next several weeks and is 

planning on starting work in Ye-

kooche in February, 2008. 

We are also pleased to announce 

that we have hired Ken Solonas as 

our new Drug and Alcohol Council-

lor.  Ken is a member of the 

McLeod Lake Indian Band.  He has 

many years of experience as a 

National Native Alcohol and Drug 

Addictions Program Councillor 

(NNADAP).  Ken has completed 

three Social Service Worker Diplo-

mas from the College of New Cale-

donia.  And Ken will also be busy 

over the next several weeks mov-

ing to Yekooche and he is planning 

on starting work in Yekooche on 

the week of January 7th, 2008. 

Please join us in welcoming both 

Kelley and her family and Ken to 

work and live in Yekooche.  

submitted by Gary Jung 

Welcome to New Yekooche Employees 

Yekooche Health Centre is Happening 

• Community Health Support 
Worker 

• Community Development Worker 

• Mental Health Therapist 

• Nurse 

• Family Preservation Worker 

• Resident Care Aid 

• Supported Childcare Worker 

Our objective in housing all the Health 

service providers in one building is to 

encourage more communications and 

to provide a team approach or wholis-

tic approach to providing Health care 

and services to Community members 

and to better serve Community mem-

bers. 

Our target date for Scott Stewart 

Contracting to complete renova-

tions to the Yekooche Health Cen-

tre is before Christmas.  Our tar-

get date for moving in equipment 

and office furniture and set up is 

the week of January 7th, 2008.  

Our target date for new staff to 

start working from the Yekooche 

Health Centre is January, 2008.  

The new Yekooche staff members 

are Kelly Wolfenden who is filling 

the position of Band Social Devel-

opment Worker, and Ken Solonas 

who is filling the position of Drug 

and Alcohol Councillor. 

submitted by Gary Jung 

We are pleased to announce that 

we have started to convert the old 

Resource Building into the new 

Yekooche Health Centre and you 

have probably noticed the renova-

tions to the building already un-

derway.  The idea is that we plan 

to have all the Health related ser-

vice providers based out of the 

new Yekooche Health Centre.  

More specifically, this means the 

following positions will be working 

in the Yekooche Health Centre: 

• Band Social Development 
Worker 

• Drug and Alcohol Councillor 
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The Yekooche Community Christmas dinner was held in the school gymnasium on 
Wednesday, December 19th at the Jean Marie Joseph School Gymnasium. Doors opened at 1 
pm and a wonderful festive dinner was served at 3:00pm. 

All who attended enjoyed a very special Christmas event put on by the Finance Office Staff 
and volunteer community members. Christmas dinner and gifts were made possible by donations received. 

A very big thank you to all who made this Christmas Dinner possible.  

Thank you!  
Wishing all a very Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year! 

(INAC) over some outstanding fi-
nancial and management issues, 
we are now in position to start the 
necessary work. 

Peter will be busy with phase one 
of the project which involves pre-
paring detailed designs, detailed 
budgets and workplans and the 
tendering process for contracts and 
construction.  Phase two of the pro-
ject will involve overseeing contrac-

We are pleased to announce that we 
have recently retained Peter Turje of 
Communities and Architecture Inc. 
to design and oversee the long 
awaited renovations to Jean Marie 
Joseph School.  Peter has been in-
volved for several years with the 
designing and organizing of the 
much needed repairs and renova-
tions to the school.  Now that we 
have reached an understanding with 
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada 

tors, construction and renovations 
to the school. 

This is a big project estimated to 
cost over $1 million, and we expect 
it will continue through to the Fall of 
2008.  We are looking forward to 
improvements that will better serve 
our students and our community.  

Submitted by Gary Jung 

School Renovations are Happening 

This message was sent by Kelley Williams, new Band Social Development employee, the day of the community dinner... 

Tansi--Kiyawow--I would like to extend my greetings to All the People;  
Respected Elders, hereditary Chiefs, esteemed Council and honoured Guests as you celebrate this season of peace and joy by 
meeting and dining together. Unfortunately I can not be with you during this time because of severe road conditions. I headed out 
at daylight and made it as far as about 30 klicks west of Gitwangak before I turned around and came back. The roads are horri-
ble with whiteout conditions from blowing snow and incredibly slick and unmaintained. The radio says the storm will get worse as 
we are getting that front off  the coast. Typical north coast winter weather (I am sure it will bring fond memories for Gary!). I sus-
pect they will be closing the road as usual. I can not express how disappointed I am not to make it for the Christmas party and to 
meet everyone. I am praying that I will be able to come up over the next week when this weather front has passed over to meet 
everyone and visit. Although I am distant from you all I wanted to take this opportunity to wish everyone "Gayayr Nwel Mitho Ma-
kosi Kesikansi" a Joyous Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  Meegwich and Kindest Regards, Kelley Williams 



 

It is with respect 
and sadness that we share the 
passing of two Yekooche mem-
bers…  

Sophie Joseph was born October 
12, 1949 at Trembleur Lake, BC 
and passed away at Tache on Sep-
tember 18th, 2007 at the age of 
57.  She was the widow of David 

Joseph and the wife of Noel 
(Johnson) Joseph. 

Monique Joseph was born April 1, 
1916 and died in Fort Saint James, 
November 11, 2007 aged 91 
years.  She was the widow of Abel 
Jean Marie Joseph. 

Our sincere condolences go out to 
the families and friends. 

Our Condolences 

Marnie’s Schedule 
call 564-4079 to leave a message. 

Drop-ins are also welcome. Home 

visits can be arranged if mobility is 

an issue. Services include, but are 

not limited to, individual clinical 

assessments, community assess-

ments, individual, couples and 

family counseling, referral, group 

intervention, program develop-

ment education, prevention and 

critical incident response. Common 

issues discussed with the therapist 

are depression, anger ,loss and 

grief, abuse, trauma, stress, and 

anxiety. Groups and workshops 

can also be organized if there are 

enough people in the community 

interested in attending; you can 

contact the therapist if you have 

any ideas or requests that may be 

of interest to others in the com-

munity.  

The National Native Alcohol and 

Drug Abuse Program position has 

now been filled by Ken Solanas 

who begins in January. Ken will 

provide alcohol and drug services, 

including drug and alcohol coun-

seling , referrals for treatment. 

and after care planning.  

Please feel free to drop in.       

Submitted by  Marnie Delanghe. 

For all those who are not yet 

aware, there is a new service be-

ing offered in Yekooche. The Men-

tal Health Wellness Program 

through Carrier Sekani Family Ser-

vices has provided a Mental Health 

Therapist for the community. This 

is a free, confidential service for all  

residents of Yekooche. The thera-

pist is in the community on 

Wednesdays and Thursdays based  

in the school across from the gym. 

Office hours are posted up in the 

band office, at the learning centre, 

and on the window at the triplex. 

For appointments please call 612-

4396 ext 8396,or in Prince George 
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2,000 pounds of potato’s, and 

smaller amounts of  turnips, 

carrots, and onions. A very 

special thank you to J.M., 

Teddy and Judy. for all their 

We would like to  thank every-

one that helped out with the 

Community Garden this past 

summer and fall. There was 

great success with a harvest of 

efforts in organizing the garden 

for the community… and to the 

volunteers who helped with the 

weeding and watering!  Hope to 

see you all back in the Spring!!! 

Community Garden 



 

The Yekooche 
Learning Centre 
has enjoyed a 
very busy fall 

with increased activity in the 
Adult Education area! We now 
have 15 adults and youth a dif-
ferent stages of activities in 
pursuing their Adult Dogwood 
and completion of Grade 12.  

The welcome addition of two 
Learning Centre Assistants, 
Mitchell and Jodie, who are 
also taking an online technol-
ogy course with FNESC, have 

been a huge support to all the 
activity at the learning centre.    

Wendy has enjoyed an ex-
tended stay in Yekooche for 
the month of November and 
will head back to Victoria De-
cember 10th to spend Christ-
mas with her family and will 
return January 8th.  

Mitchell and Jodie will be keep-
ing the Learning Centre fires 
burning for a few days each 
week before the Christmas 
break to provide support to the 
participants. The Learning Cen-

tre will be closed from Christ-
mas December 20th to January 
8th.    

Speaking of the Learning Cen-
tre fires... a huge thank you to 
Hank, Mitchell and Public 
Works for keeping the wood 
supply available.    

From all of us at the Learning 
Centre, we would like to wish 
you and your family and 
friends a very Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year! 
from Jodie, Mitchell and 
Wendy 

 Learning Centre Activities 
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Learning Centre Hours 

December 10th-20th 

Monday—10am-4pm  

Tuesday—12pm-4pm  

Wednesday— 10am-4pm  

Thursday— 10am-4pm  

A request to all those creative minds out there… from  Mitchell! 

Mitchell is looking for your ideas for creating a video around the theme “SPIRIT”.  What 

does SPIRIT mean to you? If you have any thoughts you’d like to share… please drop by 

the Learning Centre and talk with Mitchell. The video presentation request is for entering 

into an upcoming Aboriginal Film Festival and we encourage everyone to consider par-

ticipating!  

There is another film festival on Technology in your Community… more details to follow!  

Yekooche Learning Centre Logo Contest! 

The long awaited results of the Yekooche Learning Centre Logo Contest will be announced January 

15th!  at the School Library at 4 pm.  Come out and Celebrate Yekooche Artists! 
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submitted by Jodie Boyd 

 

• Always carry a 

survival/ first aid 

kit. 

• Maintain your 

controls and 

never go to fast.  

• Always tell some-

body where you 

are going and 

what time to ex-

pect you back. 

• Dress warm 

• Always wear your 
helmet. 

• Never carry more 
than one passenger 

• Never go snowmobi-

ling alone. 

• Do not go on the ice, 

unless you know it 

is 10 inches thick. 

• Try not to drive in 

bad weather. 

The Yekooche Public Works De-
partment has been busy this 
year doing numbers of tasks. We 
cut grass throughout the sum-
mer and I think all would agree 
that the village looked pretty 
good. We brushed out around 
the sewage lagoons so that 
evaporation of the water could 
occur faster. We winterized all 
the fire hydrants with antifreeze 

so that they will work in the cold-
est of weather. We repaired a 
broken sewer line and mapped 
out almost all of the water shut-
offs to houses so that they can 
be found in deep snow. We have 
tested the village water supply 
weekly to make sure that is 
pure. Every check has shown 
that we have the best water in 
the country. We have completed 

many other tasks too numerous 
to mention and we will shortly be 
making the rounds cleaning 
chimneys. A reminder to check 
that your smoke alarms are 
working. They save lives. Hank, 
Sue, J.M. and Larry want to 
wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas  

submitted by Larry Finden 

Public Works 
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December schedule 

• 10th Time Sheets 

Due 

• 13th Allowance Day 

• 14th Pay Day 

• 14th Mid month for 

SA 

• 19th Community 

Christmas Party  

• 22nd First day of 

Winter 

• 24th Time Sheets 

due 

• 25th Christmas Day 

• 28th Pay Day 

• 28th SA day 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10  

Time Sheets 

due 

11 12 13 Allowance 

Day 

14 Pay Day 

Mid month 

15 

16 17 18 19 

Community 

Christmas 

Party 

20  

 

21 22 First day 

of Winter 

23 

 

24Time 

Sheets 

Due 

25 

  

26 27 28 Pay Day  

SA day 

29 

30 31 

December 2007 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 New 

Years  

   Day 

2 3 4 GST Day 5 

6 7 Time 

Sheets Due 

8  

LC Logo 

Results 

9 10 11 Pay Day 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 Allowance 

Day 

19 

20 21 Time 

Sheets Due 

22 23 24 25 SA Day  

Pay Day 

26 

27 28 29 30 31   

January 2008 
January schedule 

• 1st New Years Day 

• 4th GST  

• 7th Time Sheets 

Due 

• 8th Logo Contest 

Results—4 pm 

• 11th Pay Day 

• 18th Allowance Day 

• 21st Time Sheets 

due 

• 25th Pay Day  

• 25th SA 



 

Community News  

and Stories 
To all who struggle through life. 

If you look at  someone long enough you can read them just like a book. Look into their eyes see one 

whole life full of memories, love, hate, broken hearts and just one torn up person if you put it all to-

gether. You’ll get a brown native struggling through life day after day one problem after another. Some 

problems are bad, either way they are problems. Sometimes you can see that they want to give up, 

thinking in their minds, what's there to live for, what's left in the world for me. If you really think about 

it, everything you have to live for… and I’m left in this world for you. I dropped from heaven for you. 

Don’t give up, think strong and be strong. You have the power to make a difference. 

submitted by: Jackie Joseph 

In the spirit of the season…  Mitchell, Paul and Abel recently submitted copies of their original 

drawings to Royal Roads University as a Christmas fundraiser. The drawings were printed on special pa-

per, matted, framed and hung in the Grant Building at the University. Each of the works will be auctioned 

off to the highest bidder with all proceeds going to help provide Christmas for those who might not other-

wise not have one. Royal Roads sends their sincere appreciation and admiration for the talent and gener-

osity of these young artists.  



 

 

 

 

 

JD Joseph 

January 1st 

Heather Joseph 

December 11th 

Gregory Joseph 

December 28th 

Crystal Schielke 

December 19th 

Have we missed your birthday? 

Please let us know and we’ll be sure to add it  next time! 

Shelby Joseph 

December 5th 

Keifer Schielke 

December 9th 

Maddy Joseph 

December 19th 

Devon Joseph 

January 16th 

Dominic Joseph 

December 26th 

Sally Joseph 

January 12th 

Natasha Cameron 

January 1st 

Teddy Joseph 

December 6th 

Lisa Joseph 

December 12th 

Dean Joseph 

December  22nd 

Fabian Joseph 

January 23rd 

Sandra Beausejour 

January 10th 



 

**Community Pictures** 



 

 Finance Staff in the Community  

The Finance Staff will be working in the community 

the first Monday of each month if you require 

assistance with any of the following: 

 

SA— 

Status Cards– Cathy Thomas 

Indian Registry– Cathy Thomas  

Payroll– Lisa Thomas  

Phone Service/Payments-Lisa Thomas 

Yekooche Finance Office 

1890 Third Avenue 

Prince George, B.C. V2M IG4 

Phone: (250) 562-0592 

Fax: (250) 562-0530 

Band Office  
Phone: (250) 612-4365 ext 8365 

Fax: (250) 612-4366 

Were on the web! 

www.yekooche.com 

 

Photo credits: Indye-yah Tylee , Mitchell Joseph, Jodie Boyd, 

Erin Harris, Wendy Drummond 

Found! An adult’s watch. If you have lost a watch over the last few weeks please see Wendy at the 

Learning Centre . To claim, you will need to describe the watch. Wendy will be back to the Learning 

Centre January 8th. 

Please Note: that the Band and Finance  office will be 

closed December 21st and reopening on January 7th 


