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Yekooche Fi rst  Nat ion 

If you have any suggestions 
or ideas for stories for the 
next Issue, please contact 
Jodie Boyd at the Learning 
Centre! 

Or… if you have a commu-
nity event that you would 
like pictures and a story 
added to the next issue…  
call 

Learning Centre 

1-250-649-2039 ext 8039   

 

The Yekooche Learn-
ing Centre is almost a 
year old and recently 
doubled its number of 
computers available to 
the community 

We now have 12 com-
puters that will allow 
the Learning Centre 
participants more ac-
cess to computer time. 
Jim Hamar, RRU Tech-
nician traveled with 
Wendy to Yekooche 
the second week in 
March and worked 

closely with Jodie and 
Mitchell to do mainte-
nance, upgrading and 
installing the new sys-
tems.  

Our appreciation to eve-
ryone for their patience 
as we completed the up-

grade and to those 
who helped with the 
tasks of laying and ti-
dying up the cables. It 
was a lot of work, but 
the Learning Centre is 
“Looking Good!!   

We have a number of 
new projects on the 
horizon including more 
exciting opportunities 
to work with audio and 
video!  

Come check it out!!
submitted by Wendy  

Learning Centre has been Upgraded! 

February/March 2008 

New Health Resource Centre 
The months of Feb-
ruary and March saw 
lots of activity in the 
Learning Centre 
neighbourhood, with 
Kelley Williams, So-
cial Development 
and Employment Of-
ficer, Marnie De-
langhe, Mental 
Health Therapist, 
and Ken Solonas, 
Drug and Alcohol 
Counselor, setup their 
offices in the newly 
refurbished Health Re-
source Centre located 
next door to the Learn-

ing Centre!  

With the energetic help of 
a number of community 
members to get the centre 
ready, the Yekooche 
Health Resource Centre is 

now open and ready 
for you to drop by.  

From the looks of their 
schedules… there is a 
very busy spring with 
a number of work-
shops and activities 
already planned.  

Please check out 
page 4 of this news-

letter for more informa-
tion.  

Thank you, Kelley, Ken 
and Marnie. 
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Yekooche leadership recently met with Health Canada to discuss the desperate need for a 
new health clinic in Yekooche. The meetings went very well, and Health Canada agreed to 

fund for the design and layout of a new Health Clinic in Yekooche. 
This is very exciting news and we all encourage you to participate in 
Health Clinic meetings we will be having in Yekooche over the next 
few months to decide how we want our clinic to look and where we 
want it located in Yekooche. It is important that the membership un-
derstands that we are designing the clinic now, but it will not be built 
until some time in 2009. 

 

The Chief recently returned from a mining conference in Vancouver. There were 
over 3000 people who attended the conference and many mining and exploration 
companies who were all looking for business opportunities. While at the con-
ference, Chief Partner met with many other First Nation Chiefs who were also 
interested in mining opportunities in their traditional territories. The good 
news is that mining companies are interested in doing business with First Na-
tions, and the YFN leadership will continue to establish employment and busi-

ness opportunities for the nation that are related to mining. 
That being said, the leadership would like to encourage those members who 
are interested in completing a mining training program held in actual mining 
camps to contact the Chief as soon as possible so that he can help you fill 
out an application to take this training that is offered by Northwest Commu-
nity College. The training program will not cost the student any money!!  

During the month of January, the YFN treaty team held a treaty infor-
mation session in Yekooche. The leadership is quite happy to report 
that membership turn out was very high for this meeting. February’s 
meetings were held in Yekooche, February 12, with the elders during 
lunch, and with the youth in the afternoon. Follow up meetings were 
also held in Fort St. James and Prince George. The next meetings to 
be held in Yekooche will be announced. We encourage you all to 
continue to come to these information sessions to find out more 
about treaty and how you can contribute to the success of our na-
tion now and in the future.   
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In January Walter Paul Joseph 

put on a Hockey Tournament in 

Yekooche using his own cash for 

prizes.  He would like to congratu-

late and thank all the 

people who partici-

pated in this hockey 

event. 

The most valuable 

prize was won by Waylon John 

and Dene Gauthier. They each 

won a hockey stick for scoring the 

Most Goals! 

For the girls, Nikita Joseph scored 

the Most Goals! 

There was 6 teams that 
played. 

1st prize $30 each  for the 
4 players 

2nd Prize $20 each  for  3 
players 

3rd prize $15 dollars each 
for 2 players 

  

1st place went to Waylon 
Marvin, Nikita and Clayton. 

2nd place went to Dene, 
Tanya, Hank and Mitchell 

3rd place was J.D and Abel 
 

Submitted by: Walter Paul Joseph 

There was a concession at the 

school, run by Amanda and Erin, 

during the hockey tournament and 

all funds went towards projects for 

the school. 
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Natasha, Tanya and Miranda 
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Hello  Yekooche 
 

 

I am the new Adult Education 
Instructor from Prince George 
via Central America and Sas-
katchewan and I am happy to be 
here.  I began work on January 
28 and have been enjoying my 
work here as I get to know the 
students and community (and 
local dogs: Bouncy, Hank, and 
Smoky).   

My wife Tammy and our 2 chil- 

“EBUS,” which is an on-line school 
based in Vanderhoof. Two of our stu-
dents have completed their first 
course called CAPPA 12, which is a 
career and personal development 
study. Congratulations to Tanya Jo-
seph and Maybelline John for their 
hard work and very good marks they 
received. Keep up the good work and 
only 4 courses left. I am sure there 
will be many more students complet-
ing courses as they work toward get-
ting their Grade 12. 

Dale Burns  

Adult Education Instructor 
dren, Kaylee and Leah have also 
been here a couple of times and 
have really liked the place.   The 
road in reminds me somewhat of 
the road we lived on last year in 
Belize, but the drive is worth it. 

The young people are working on 
completing their Adult Dogwood, 
Grade 12 through   

As many of you may know, our territory overlaps with many other 
First Nation territories. This is a common problem faced by every First 
Nation in British Columbia. There are many different ways that First 
Nations are solving overlap issues. So far we have met with the Lake 
Babine Nation, Nadleh Whuten to discuss how we cooperate on solv-
ing our overlap. We have also discussed solutions with the Office of 
the Wetsuweten. Currently, we are planning to meet with the Treaty 8 
First Nations and Nakazdli and Tlazten. 
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Then we met Adel and Kristen, who 
are the writers and producer of Red-
way News. After saying our hello's 
we all went up to our rooms to get 
some rest for the seven days ahead 
of us. The  2008 ICT summit was a 
great and exciting experience. The 
people I met are fun, all smart, and 
all kinds of  people. Lot's of light's, 
traffic and even more people down in 
Vancouver. But when we got to go to 
Victoria, it was at least a little quieter, 
but the university was cool.  I never 
did see one of those. I’ve been to a 
collage before but that was the first 
time I've ever been to a university. 
I can't remember the names of the 
people I've met there but they are 
cool people too. One thing I can't 
figure is how can people spend so 
much time in front of those com-
puters. It's like trying to keep your 
eyes open for two minutes. Well 
that's only a part of my trip to Van-
couver and Victoria if you'd like to 
know more, go ahead and ask. I 
don't bite… LOL. 
Submitted by Mitchell Joseph 

**ICT Summit Conference** 

Hotel room view in Vancouver 

Jodie and Mitchell @ the Conference 

Black Squirrel 

Jodie and Mitchell 

Airplane View going to Vancouver 

Wendy and Greg  

Conference Feast  

Vancouver ICT Summit was a lot 
of fun! There was a lot of First 
Nations people there, it was inter-
esting what they had to say about 
Technology. The Conference was 
February 20th to the 24th. Then 
after the conference  we made 
our way to Victoria by ferry until 
the 27th. While we were in Victo-
ria, Wendy and Greg brought us 
to Royal Roads University. We 
met a hole bunch of people, and 
we attend couple of meetings,  
then   afterwards Wendy and 
Greg showed us around Victoria. 
If I had another chance to go to 
the ICT summit in Vancouver, I 
would be more than happy too! 
Wendy and Greg made it a lot of 
fun, Thanks to the both of you! 
Submitted by: Jodie Boyd 

It's like this, one day Wendy came to me 
with some paper's in her hand which I 
knew I was in trouble. Among those pa-
pers was  information about the ICT 
Summit in Vancouver B.C. Getting there 
was the most craziest experience in my 
life, and I have had a lot of those but 34 
thousand feet and over 400 miles per 
hour... Man, I was almost ready to jump 
out of that plane. Too fast and too high 
for a brown man to go. We're meant to 
stay on land, that’s why we're called 
Carrier's. We have to carry are bodies 
on the land not be carried above it. 
When we got to Vancouver we saw that 
we we're just in time to see the eclipse , 
got to the hotel where we met Sue Han-
ley and helped get some gift bags to-
gether. 

On The Ferry, Going To Victoria 

Raccoons in 
Stanley Park ! 

Wendy, Mitchell, and Sue Hanley 
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The Easter long weekend saw 
the return of Joel Cran, who had 
visited Yekooche last summer 
and introduced the Midi-
Keyboard to the Learning Cen-
tre.  

Joel and his dad, Greg, spent 
the weekend working with many 
of Yekooche’s upcoming musi-
cal stars in learning how to use 
the new recording equipment 
and software.  A lot of watching, 
a lot of listening, a lot of learn-
ing… and a lot of fun was 
shared by everyone.  

It is never quite enough time for 
Joel to be in the community as 
his expertise takes time to share 
out… but he worked closely with 
those who could be there, and 
left a video of his training and 
the ‘how-to’s’ on the computer.  
We hope to be able to continue 
the learning from where Joel 
left off. He worked with a num-

of individuals who created their 
first recorded numbers.  Some 
even brought their own guitars! 

Congratulations to you all… 
and our thanks to Joel and 
Greg for sharing their skills, 
their patience and their week-
end! 
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Dean Joseph 

   

1st prize—Dean Joseph 

2nd prize—Mitchell Joseph 

3rd prize—JD Joseph 

Appreciation gifts were pre-
sented to all participants.  

Submitted by Wendy 

At long last, the Yekooche Learn-
ing Centre has a new Logo! In 
February, a very challenging de-
cision was announced in select-
ing the new Yekooche Learning 
Centre Logo! 

The logo was to represent the 
Spirit of Yekooche and Learning!  

Our heartfelt congratulations to 
all who participated … and our 
thank you to the Royal Roads 
University judges who had the 
difficult task in making the final 
decisions.  

Edwina Joseph 

Lala Joseph 

Walter Paul Joseph 

J.D Joseph 

Tanya Joseph 

Mitchell Joseph 

Maybelline John 
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Blaine Joseph 

FEB 15TH 

Gilbert Joseph 
FEB 10TH 

Raphael Joseph 

March 25th 

Partner Schielke Jr. 

(Troy) FEB 2ND 

Chantel Beausejour 

FEB 15TH 

Tiana Cameron 

March 2nd 

Alfred Joseph Sr. 

FEB 27TH 

Jacqueline Joseph 

FEB 8TH 

Jason Joseph Jr. (J.J) 

FEB 22ND 

Justa Joseph 

March 7th 

Kathleen Joseph 

FEB 10TH 
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Learning Centre 

 

William , Partner, Hilda, Dean 

Clayton 

Blaine 

Brendan 

Yekooche’s 1 
and only Horse 

Jodie and her nephew 

Mitchell  and  Laric 
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Whoever took the DVD disk from Tanya's home, please return as soon as 
possible, as it contains pictures of her late Mom and her late Grandpa. 
  
(No questions asked) 
She’d appreciate it, if it could be returned.  

 
 
The Yekooche Learning Centre is inviting community members to participate 
in an Advisory Group for the Learning Centre.  
• Do you use the Learning Centre? 
• Would you like to have the opportunity to participate more at the Learn-

ing Centre? 
• What programs and workshops would you like to see the Learning Cen-

tre offer?  
• Are you willing  to contribute you ideas, your experience, and your voice 

in helping to guide the future of the Learning Centre? 

If any of these are of interest to you… please drop by the Learning Centre 
and add your name to list. We will contact you with a meeting date soon and   
look forward to hearing your  thoughts.  

Yekooche Learning Centre 

 Effective December, 17th, 2007 
Cathy Thomas and Partner Schielke are Acting General Managers, 
replacing Gary Jung. 
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* 8th 
Pay Day 

 
*14th 
Valentines Day 

 
* 20th 
Family Allowance 
Day 

 

* 22nd 
Pay Day 

 

* 29th 
S/A Day 

 

*7th 
Pay Day 

*20th 
Family Allowance day 

*20th 
Pay Day 

*21st 
Good Friday 

*23rd 
Easter Sunday 

*24th 
 Easter Monday 

*28th 
 S/A Day 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 P/D 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20  P/D 

Family Al-
lowance 

21 

Good Friday 

22 

23 

Easter Sun-
day 

24 

Easter Mon-
day 

25 26 27 28 

S/A day 

29 

30 31      

March 2008 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 P/D 9 

10 11 12 13 14 

Valentines 
Day 

15 16 

17 18 19 20 

Family 
Allowance 

21 22 P/D 

 

23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

S/A day 

 

February 2008 
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 Finance Staff  
If you require assistance with any of the following: 
 
SA— Kelley Williams –Resource Health Centre 
Status Cards– Cathy Thomas 
Indian Registry– Cathy Thomas  
Payroll– Lisa Thomas  
Phone Service/Payments-Lisa Thomas 

Yekooche Finance Office 

1890 Third Avenue 
Prince George, B.C. V2M IG4 
Phone: (250) 562-0592 
Fax: (250) 562-0530 

Band Office  
Phone: (250) 612-4365 ext 8365 
Fax: (250) 612-4366 

Were on the web! 

www.yekooche.com 

 

Photo credits: Jodie Boyd, Mitchell Joseph, Wendy Drummond, Lisa Tho-
mas 

God Bless Parents Who Drugged Us! 
  
  
The other day, someone at a store in our town read that a methamphetamine lab had been found in an old farmhouse 
in the adjoining municipality and he asked me a rhetorical question, ''Why didn't we have a drug problem when you 
and I were growing up?'' 
  
   I replied: I had a drug problem when I was young: 
   ·       I was drug to church on Sunday morning. 
   ·       I was drug to church for weddings and funerals. 
   ·       I was drug to family reunions and community socials no matter the weather. 
   ·       I was drug by my ears when I was disrespectful to adults. 
   ·       I was also drug to the woodshed when I disobeyed my parents, told a lie, brought home a bad report card, did 
not speak with respect, spoke ill of the teacher or the preacher, or if I didn't put forth my best effort in everything that 
was asked of me. 
   ·       I was drug to the kitchen sink to have my mouth washed out with soap if I uttered a profane four-letter word. 
   ·       I was drug out to pull weeds in mom's garden and flowerbeds. 
   ·       I was drug to the homes of family, friends, and neighbours to help out some poor soul who had no one to mow 
the yard, repair the clothesline, or chop some firewood; and, if my mother had ever known that I took a single dime as 
a tip for this kindness, she would have drug me back to the woodshed. 
  
Those drugs are still in my veins; and they affect my behaviour in everything I do, say, and think. They are stronger 
than cocaine, crack, or heroin; and, if today's children had this kind of drug problem, Canada would be a better place. 
 
Submitted by Dean Joseph. 


